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Special German Convention Numbers 


The: 1931 assembly of the Vereins der Zellstoff- und 


Papier-Chemiker und -Ingenieure was held in the city of 
Koblenz. As usual the two German paper magazines, 
Der Papier-Fabrikant and Wochenblatt fiir Papierfabri- 
kation, issued special numbers in commemoration of this 
event. Unlike our American convention numbers, there 
is no description of the proceedings of the convention 
proper, the special numbers containing only articles re- 
lating to the paper industry. This year the Fest- und 
Auslands-Heft of the Papier-Fabrikant contains 240 pages, 
of which 80 pages are text, the remainder being devoted 
to advertising. The Sondernummer of the Wochenblatt 
fiir Papierfabrikation consists of 100 pages of text and 
120 pages of advertising. Papers representing many mills 
are used in the printing of these two numbers. 

The Sondernummer of the Wochenblatt opens with a 
descriptive article on Koblenz by Heins Castorf. Prof. 
W. Gierisch describes the activities of “Das Institut fiir 
Pflanzenchemie und Holzforschung, Dresden-Tharandt,” 
where Prof. Dr. H. Wislicenus carried on so much of his 
research on plant chemistry. Fr. von Héssle contributes 
an article on the old paper mills of Saxony, founded 
around 1700 and Alfred Schulte traces the historical 
development of the shaded watermark and shows illus- 
trations of the more famous ones. 

Fr. Miller and R. Trenschel (p. 25-35) report tests 
on the Fidalgo drying system, showing that the power 
consumption is about 40 percent higher than that for pulp 
dried on cylinders. The steam required is no less than 
that used in canal or chamber drying and only about 10 
percent less than for pulp dried on cylinders. Paper 
made from wet pulp is unquestionably superior, while 
paper made from pulp carefully dried on the cylinder 
machine equals in strength paper made by the Fidalgo 
process. 

B. Rassow and K. Wagner (p. 35-42) contribute a 


paper on the action of glycol-hydrochloric acid on spruce 
wood and study the reactions of the cellulose thus ob- 
tained. 

Raphael Ed. Liesganf (p. 43-44) briefly discusses paper 
and colloid chemistry. Hanns Schmidt (p. 44-47) proves 
the dependability of the potentiometric method for de- 
termining acid and alkali in paper and further shows that 
the method may be simplified by the substitution of a 
galvanometer, a switch and a resistance. 

Prof. Erik Hagglund (p. 47-53) presents the first part 
of a study of the pressure heating of the black liquor of 
the soda process and of the resulting products. Under 
conditions giving a normal pulp yield, 100 grams of aspen 
wood give 16 grams of tar, 2.80 grams of methanol, 0.45 
gram of acetone, 9.25 grams of acetic acid and 6 liters 
of gas; 100 grams of spruce wood give 25 grams of tar, 
2.5 grams of methanol, 5-6 grams of acetic acid and 4.5 
liters gas. 

P. Krais and H. Markert (p. 53-55) describe a new 
method for the quantitative determination of fiber mix- 
tures, based upon the swelling capacity of the cellulose; 
by the use of calcium thiocyanate it is possible to quantita- 
tively separate a mixture of cellulose and rayon and to 
improve the known methods of separating mixtures of 
— and true silk, wool and rayon and cotton and true 
silk. 

K. G. Jonas and P. Walter (p. 55-58), from a study of 
the sulphite cooking process, conclude that a steaming of 
the wood prior to cooking has no special advantage. The 
pressure increase during the pre-cooking stage results in 
a shorter cooking period, higher yields, increased uniform- 
ity and higher strength, Ammonium chloride (1.3 per 
cent) gives a higher quality pulp in a shorter cooking time. 
Sulphurous acid without any bases gives an excellent pulp 
at 110 deg. C. 

Hans Rinderknecht (p. 59-62) describes an endless. belt 


